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Wolfram Lotz, born in Hamburg in 1981, grew up in the Black Forest and studied literature as well as 
art and media studies in Konstanz. In 2007 he began studying creative writing at the German Literature 
Institute in Leipzig. He was co-founder and -editor of the literary magazine 

Titles

A FEW MESSAGES TO SPACE
What is the plot of the play? Lum und Purl Schweitzke wonder, two small crippled  figures  who long for 
a task, a reason for being. They decide to have a child together, that’s a good reason to live. They realise 
quickly that they can’t influence their fate, because their life is layed down in this stage play. Maybe the 
DP, the process director, can help? He gives people from history and the media the possibility of sending 
their messages into space with the help of an apparatus. The linguistic stringency of their existence into 
one word, one life.  Or can the single father Klaus Alberts help who is mourning for his dead daughter 
Hilda? Or the scientist Refinesque, maybe the politician Pofalla? The born-again Hilda, the resurrected 
Kleist? But they all are just the protagonists of their own pain and failure against the unbearable rules 
of life – against the fact that one has to die, that the universe is possibly only a hopeless explosion. Lum 
and Purl Schweitzke sit and look and wait for the child they are wishing for. But the drama doesn’t plan 
one for them. Happiness stays away from this ending, Purl Schweitzke suffocates himself and leaves 
Lum behind, lonely, Kleist becomes a deeply desperate Red Indian – the world fragmented, the play 
in ruins. “Space junk! / Everything, everything /Space junk!“

RIDICULOUS DARKNESS
A Somali pirate asks the Hamburg regional court for understanding of his attack on the cargo ship MS 
Taipan, and laments the loss of his friend Tofdau. Main-Sergeant Pellner and Corporal Dorsch take 
a patrol boat into the rainforests of Afghanistan. Their mission: the liquidation of a crazy lieutenant. 
The journey leads them deeper and deeper into a turbulent world in which colonial history and 
neo-colonial realities are inextricably linked. They continue to move away from so-called civilization, 
into the wilderness and darkness. When the drowned pirate Tofdau unexpectedly returns to the story 
and asks for help in the darkness, he is shot by Field Sargend Pellner. For in this narrative there is no 
place for a stranger.


